Super Weekend FAQ

Who can get their vaccination this weekend?
Walk-in COVID-19 jabs for all adults will be available from Friday 25 – Monday 28 June in Derby and Derbyshire as part of the Super Weekend for vaccinations. 

All those 18 and over can come for their COVID-19 vaccine and will be able to receive a Pfizer or AstraZeneca vaccine at sites across the county.  The full list of sites and opening times is available at www.joinedupcarederbyshire.co.uk   

Those currently eligible include any adult member of the public as well as those who are clinically vulnerable, clinically extremely vulnerable and carers. 

When will the sites be open?
Opening times for sites will vary through the weekend, so please check the available sites and times at www.joinedupcarederbyshire.co.uk.  

If I am coming for my second dose, do I need to bring anything?
Second doses will be available for anybody who has had their first jab on or before 30 April. If you can bring your vaccination card with or log into the NHS App to show when you had your first dose on or before 30 April, that will be a big help for the vaccine teams.   

I am worried about having the vaccine, is it safe?
Trained staff will be available at the vaccination sites to help put you at ease and answer your questions. You can also visit the website for more information.
 
Millions of people have had a coronavirus (COVID-19) vaccine and the safety of the vaccines continues to be monitored. Reports of serious side effects are very rare. You can find out more here. 

I have heard there is a new variant – will this vaccine help protect me?
Vaccinated people are far less likely to get serious COVID-19 or be admitted to hospital or die from it. 

The vaccine is given in two doses, depending on your age you’ll have a second jab within 8 -12 weeks of having the first one. Once you have had both vaccines you will be protected. You can also visit the website for more information. 

I am worried as I don’t like needles and there are side effects.
It’s a very simple and quick injection given in the upper arm which only takes a few seconds to administer. Afterwards you might have mild side effects such as a sore arm, feeling tired, a headache or feeling achy. 

If you are worried or have any concerns, trained staff will be available at the vaccination sites to help put you at ease and answer your questions. 

I am pregnant/breastfeeding and I have read there are lots of risks
You can get vaccinated against COVID-19 if you’re aged 18 or over and: 
· you’re pregnant or think you might be 
· you’re breastfeeding 
· you’re trying for a baby or might get pregnant in the future 
Vaccines offer pregnant women the best protection against COVID-19 which can be serious in later pregnancy for some women. 
The vaccine does not contain live coronavirus and cannot infect a pregnant woman or an unborn baby in the womb. 
Find out more about pregnancy, breastfeeding, fertility and COVID-19 vaccination 

Is the NHS confident the vaccine is safe?
Yes. The NHS will not offer any COVID-19 vaccinations to the public until experts have signed off that it is safe to do so. The MHRA, the official UK regulator, has said this vaccine is very safe and highly effective, and we have full confidence in their expert judgement and processes. 

As with any medicine, vaccines are highly regulated products. Vaccines go through several stages of lab tests and clinical trials before they can be approved for use. There is continued monitoring once it has been authorised and is being used in the wider population. 

Vaccines are designed to prevent people from getting serious infectious diseases. It is much safer for your immune system to learn how to fight illnesses through vaccination than by catching and treating them. 

Can you choose which vaccine you have?
Any vaccines that the NHS will provide will have been approved because they pass the MHRA’s tests on safety and efficacy. 

Currently JCVI has advised that it is preferable for people under 40 to have a vaccine other than AstraZeneca. You may wish to go ahead with the AstraZeneca vaccination after you have considered all the risks and benefits for you. There are clinicians on site to speak to and discuss any questions you may have.   

I am worried about getting the AstraZeneca vaccine as I have heard there are lots of risks?
Over 40s, care home residents and adults of any age with certain medical conditions are at high risk of the complications of COVID-19. The MHRA and the JCVI advises that those in these groups should still receive any of the available COVID-19 vaccines. The benefits of vaccination in protecting you against the serious consequences of COVID-19 outweigh any of the rare risks associated with the vaccine. 

If you are unsure or would like to speak to someone, there are clinicians on site to speak to and discuss any questions you may have.   

I had side effects after my first vaccine and don’t want the second dose.
It’s really important you get both doses of the COVID-19 vaccination. The Medicines Healthcare Regulatory Agency (MRHA) have said vaccines are highly effective but to get the best protection possible, people need to come back for their second dose.  

If you are unsure or would like to speak to someone, there are clinicians on site to speak to and discuss any questions you may have. 

Should people who have already had Covid-19 get vaccinated?
Yes, the MHRA have looked at this and decided that getting vaccinated is just as important for those who have already had COVID-19 as it is for those who haven’t. 

Do I have to have my second dose of the Covid-19 vaccination?
Yes – it’s really important you get both doses of the COVID-19 vaccination. The Medicines Healthcare Regulatory Agency (MRHA) have said vaccines are highly effective but to get the best protection possible, people need to come back for their second dose.  

Can I bring my children or family member to my vaccination appointment?
Whilst all of our vaccination sites are Covid-secure and follow all the relevant Infection Prevention and Control rules, we want to minimise the number of people that are on site so that social distancing can be maintained. Therefore we ask, if possible, that you come alone to your appointment. If you absolutely cannot avoid bringing your children or other family member then please let the staff at the entrance know so that we can make the appropriate arrangements to keep everyone safe. 

Who can I talk to if I have any questions or concerns?
You can speak with any members of staff at the vaccination sites.  You can also email enquiries.ddccg@nhs.net or send us a message through the Joined Up Care Derbyshire Facebook and Twitter pages.
